ADOPTED - MARCH 12, 2013 

           Agenda Item No. 17
Introduced by the Human Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO THE CERTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS IN AUTISM SPECIALIZATION
RESOLUTION # 13 - 100
WHEREAS, Senate Bills 414 and 415 were approved and signed by the Governor and went into effect on April 18, 2012; and
WHEREAS, Senate Bill 981, “autism coverage reimbursement act” was approved and signed by the Governor and went into effect on April 18, 2012; and
WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "about one in 88 children has been diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder"; and

WHEREAS, there are 56,885 persons under 18 in Ingham County (children) in 2011, according to the U.S. Census; and

WHEREAS, this approximately equates to about 646 children 0-17 with an autistic disability living in Ingham County in 2011; and

WHEREAS, according to the state legislation after diagnosis an autistic child must have a diagnosis confirmed by a specialist and then have a recommendations prepared by a board-certified behavior analyst who must then participate in a plan of care in order to access the funds allocated by the State of MI for the treatment and care of autistic children; and

WHEREAS, Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) the health care insurer with the largest market share in Michigan requires individuals to have an autism diagnosis made or confirmed by a BCBS- approved autism evaluation center and then have recommendations prepared by a board-certified behavior analyst at an approved autism evaluation center for applied behavior analysis; and

WHEREAS, there are currently only three available autism evaluation centers identified by Blue Cross Blue Shield, Henry Ford Center for Autism and Developmental Disabilities in Detroit, Spectrum Health Medical Group in Grand Rapids, and University of Michigan Health System in Ann Arbor, to service the entire State of Michigan; and

WHEREAS, the Behavior Analyst Certification Board has only 132 board certified behavior analysts listed in the State of Michigan and only one lives in Ingham County; and
WHEREAS, with these statistics provided it would take the average autistic child 425 days to be able to get into visit a specialist in the State of Michigan, assuming all specialists are working full time and allocating 4 hour appointments per child for evaluations and recommendations for treatment plans; and 

WHEREAS, there are currently no approved evaluation centers in Ingham County to service the residents who have autistic children.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports access to additional necessary medical and professional personnel to staff an approved evaluation center, including a board certified behavior analyst to shorten the waiting period for children in Ingham County who have autism to receive individual recommendations and treatment plans through their health care coverage from BCBS of Michigan and/or other health care providers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners encourages all major Health Care Insurers to support access to a local approved autism evaluation center(s) within Ingham County.  

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas: Tennis, Hope, Anthony, McGrain, Vickers, Maiville

  Nays:  None       Absent:  Nolan      Approved 3/4/13

